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ideas, may be applied to only a few of the
members. M. Paul Sabatier mentions religious
speeches made before the deputies and listened
to with perfect courtesy.1 The interesting but
long religious discourses of M. Eugene Reveil-
laud during the discussion of the Law of Separa-
tion would not have been heard so respectfully
by American congressmen as they were by
French deputies.2 As to those who have syste-
matically opposed both houses, it is difficult to
speak with much praise. They have all along
betrayed the cause of true conservatism by a
tactless opposition. They have never known how
to defend their interests properly by making
needful concessions to rising democracy. They
have often joined their own bitterest enemies to
overthrow a moderate cabinet, bringing thereby
to power those from whom they had most to fear.
Comte Georges d'Avenel, a distinguished mem-
ber of the French nobility, does not hesitate to
recognise this fact.3

The general councils (conseils-generaux), or
department assemblies, mere shams of local gov-
ernment under the Empire, have, with the Re-
public, become efficient instruments of provin-

1 Lettre ouverte & S. E. Cardinal Gibbons, pp. 38 and 39.

2 R^veillaud, E., La separation des eglises de Vbtatj Paris, 1901, pp.
239, 324 and 396.

8 Les Frangais de mon temps, Paris, 1904, p. 41.